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SUBJECT: MARCH 20 LOCAL ELECTIONS: DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS POSTPONED 

REF: TANANARIVE 0439 

1 . DEADLINE FOR NOMINATION BY FIVE REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZATIONS 
OF CANDIDATES FOR 10,471 FOKONTANY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES WAS 
ORIGINALLY SET FOR MAR 10. ON MAR 10 PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA 

STUMPING IN MONIMA'S STRONGHOLD. TUT, FAR, ANNOUNCED THAT DEADLINE POST- 
PONED 

TO 6 PM MAR 14. 

2. IT WELL KNOWN THAT WHEREAS PRESIDENT'S REVOLUTIONARY 
ORGANIZATION, AREMA, HAS MANAGED TO ESTABLISH "CELLS" & NOMINATE 
CANDIDATES IN VIRTUALLY ALL 10,471 FOKONTANY, THE OTHER FOUR 
REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZATIONS HAVE NOT DONE SO WELL, AND MAY 
WELL NEED ANOTHER FEW DAYS TO GET THEMSELVES ORGANIZED. 

3. COMMENT: AREMA WITH THE PRESIDENT'S & GOVERNMENT'S BACKING 
HAS TREMENDOUS ADVANTAGES OVER ITS FOUR FELLOW MEMBERS OF THE 
NATIONAL FRONT. NOT THE LEAST OF THESE ADVANTAGES IS THE 
MANNER IN WHICH THE GOVERNMENT HAS STAGE MANAGED THE 
ORGANIZATION OF THESE ELECTIONS. NEWS & SCHEDULES OF 
REQUIRED STEPS & PROCEDURES ARE ONLY RELEASED PIECEMEAL & 
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USUALLY ONLY A FEW DAYS OR WEEKS BEFORE THE EVENT, GIVING 
OTHER FOUR ORGANIZATIONS LITTLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADJUST 
TO THE NEW SITUATION. MOST POLITICAL OBSERVERS EXPECT THAT 
AREMA WILL WIN HANDILY ON MAR 20. THUS PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA 
MAY HAVE POSTPONED NOMINATION DEADLINE IN ORDER GIVE APPEARANCE 
OF FAIRNESS. BARRETT 
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